and negligent act, and so he is liable for the offence under
Section 304-A, I.P.C.

301. Vikranth studied B.E. and after his education he was
appointed as an Assistant Engineer in E.C.I.L. Sailaja, an
unmarried young girl was also working in the same company and
she was working directly under him. In course of time they fell
in love and got married. This was not to the liking of the mother
of Vikranth. She was expecting more dowry from the bride.
Though the parents of Sailaja also did not like the marriage in
the beginning, as the marriage was to the liking of their daughter,
they did not have any objection. They gave nominal dowry
according to their-capability. The mother of Vikranth was not
satisfied with the dowry Sailaja brought. She always used to
demand Sailaja to bring more dowry. She used to point out that
if his son was given in marriage to any other lady, he would have
got more than one lakh rupees as dowry. Vikranth had to depend
upon his and his wife's salary for their maintenance and they had
no other source of income. Whenever Vikranth felt need for more
money, or expressed want of any luxurious articles, his mother
used to say that as he had married a poor lady how could expect
all and if he had married a daughter of rich man, he would have
got more dowry, T.V,, Scooter, etc. In course of time, he also felt
what his mother was telling is correct. Then he also started
asking his wife to bring more dowry. The mother and son used
to illtreat Sailaja.Qne day the mother of Vikranth told him that
if his wife Sailaja died, there was a match readily available who
were offering a dowry of Rs. 1 lakh. He also felt that it was a good
idea and one day, Vikranth and his mother poured kerosene on
Sailaja and lit fire and Sailaja died of burns. She died within
three years of her marriage. On coming to know about the death
of their daughter, the parents of Sailaja came and suspecting the
death of their daughter to be an unnatural one, gave a complaint.
Whether Vikranth and his mother are liable for any offence?

Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily
injury or occurs otherwise than under normal circumstances
within seven years of her marriage and it is shown that soon
before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by
her husband or any relative of her husband for or in connection
with any demand for dowry, under sub-section (1) of Section
304-B, I.P.C., such death shall be called "dowry death" and
such husband or relative shall be deemed to have caused her
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